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and Chinese detectives in the very heart of Shanghai.
This raid was made upon a blacksmith's shop, which
was obviously being used as a kind of slave-market.
No fewer than 31 boys between the ages of twelve
and fifteen were discovered in the building. One
of the men concerned in the business admitted
that he had already sold some of them for los.
apiece. The statement issued by the Central
News continued:
" The boys were kept in strict confinement and com-
pelled to work long hours both day and night. They were
given only two meals of rice a day, and any lad who re-
fused to work was handcuffed and suspended to a wall.
No sleeping accommodation was provided, the slaves
being obliged to take their rest on the floor. The oldest
captive had been in slavery for nearly six years, and many
of them were in very poor health. Marks on their bodies
indicated that they had been burned with iron rods." x
It is to the credit of the Cantonese Government
that it did initiate an administrative effort to deal
with slavery. Incidentally, the Proclamation which
it issued definitely confirms the widespread existence
of slavery in China. In the first Article of the
Proclamation the Provincial Government of Canton
declared that within three months of its publication
" all district magistrates must present a report to the
Provincial Government concerning slavery within
their administrative district."
In Article 3 of the Proclamation it was set forth
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